
Archaeological Appraisal

The Parish of Riseholme lies to the North of the Roman Fortress 
and later Colonia of Lindum (Lincoln). Lincoln developed into 
a major medieval city, providing an economic and religious 
focus within the area. This is an area of fertile, easily worked 
land on the eastern dip-slope of the Jurassic Limestone ridge. 
The earliest settlers here are likely to have been attracted by 
the stream flowing from the location of Grange-de-Lings to 
Nettleham. 

Consultation of the Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record, 
Lincolnshire Archives and Local Studies library has provided 
information to allow an understanding of the archaeological 
potential of the Riseholme Campus land. Available documents 
consulted include historic manuscript maps and Ordnance 
Survey maps along with aerial photographs, reports on 
previous archaeological investigations and other published and 
unpublished documents. The earliest useful scale maps available 
for study range in date from 1796 (Plan of Riseholme in the 
County of Lincoln, belonging to T. Chaplin Esq.) to the present.

An initial archaeological survey of the site has taken place, 
supported by a geophysics survey.  Archaeological geophysics is 
a means to gain information about what features are below the 
ground without having to dig a hole.  The survey has identified 
potential archaeological remains to the north of the campus (A)
close to the Roman Barrow.  

The report has been submitted to Lincolnshire County Council 
and Historic England for feedback but will likely result in trial 
trenches being dug to ascertain the extent of archaeological 
remains identified by the geophysics. 

The proposal will include a development ‘watching brief’ – any 
artefacts discovered as part of the watching brief will be recorded 
and presented to Lincolnshire County Council and potentially 
exhibited in the proposed visitors centre. 

The Known Archaeology

A number of designated historical assets are located within the 
University Campus land: the Grade II Registered Park, the 18thC 
Grade II listed Riseholme Hall, an 18thC Grade II listed Stables 
and wall for Riseholme Hall, the Grade II* listed St Mary’s Church 
and Grade II listed gravestone and railings. 

The archaeology of the Risehome Campus includes two 
Scheduled Monuments: an early Roman Barrow at the north 
end of the Campus land and a Deserted Medieval Village and 
Monastic Grange between Risholme Lane and Riseholme Hall.

Prehistoric: A flint arrowhead and a flint blade have been found 
in the north-eastern part of the site. Further afield occasional 
artefacts have been found and cropmarks indicate the presence 
of linear ditch systems, possible trackways and probable barrows 
including one probable Bronze Age Barrow to the north, that 
suggest the land was well utilised during the prehistoric periods. 
Roman: A Scheduled Roman Barrow stands as an earthwork at 
the North end of the Campus land, it was partially excavated in 
the 1950s and proved to be 1stC in date. Roman Barrows are 
rare and this one is particularly interesting as it is one of the most 
northerly examples known.

A possible Roman building lies close to the Barrow. Finds of 
pottery, building materials and a coin have been recovered 
from the field to the south-west of this Barrow and the recent 
Magnetometer Survey has provided additional evidence that 
a Roman building, trackway and enclosures may exist here. 
Observations by F. T. Baker in 1935, while visiting the newly 
discovered Barrow recorded another possible east-west trackway 
that would have passed north of these buildings and towards 
Ermine Street. Around the campus buildings finds have included a 
possible Roman culvert found during building works in 1969, and 
traces of a possible Causeway near Riseholme leading towards 
Ermine Street, found in 1935. 

Anglo-Saxon and Early Medieval: The Saxon settlement of 
Riseholme has not been located, although early settlement is 
likely to have focussed on the medieval church site (immediately 
west of the present St Mary’s church). No finds of Anglo-Saxon 
date have been recovered and the earliest recorded form of 
the place-name was Risun, from the 1086 Domesday Survey. 
Peterborough Abbey claimed that an estate at Riseholme, in 
their hands in the 11thC, formed part of their 7thC endowment, 
suggesting that the settlement might have an earlier origin. 

Medieval: The medieval settlement expanded or moved to a site 
to the south of the stream and is preserved as earthworks which 
are Scheduled. They were investigated by limited excavation 
in the 1950s which showed the village to have been largely 
abandoned by the 14thC. The buried medieval village in front 
of Riseholme Hall will be used by the University for continued 
archaeological study and will provide opportunities for students 
and researchers from other universities and schools as well as 
the general public, to work and learn together, enabling new sites 
to be discovered and known sites to be better understood.

Geophysical Survey Results

1796 Map of Riseholme Estate, overlaid with the Archaeological 
Study Area and Historic Environmental Record Data’ 

Archaeological Geophysics Diagram 
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Figure 16: Plan of HER Events and 2015 Geophysical Survey Results. Scale 1:4000
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Figure 2: 1796 Map of Riseholme Estate (green) with the study area (red) and the LHER data. Scale 1:8000
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