
Heritage Appraisal

The University’s Riseholme estate contains several designated 
heritage assets including the Roman Barrow and the Deserted 
Medieval Village, both Scheduled Monuments, and three Grade 
II listed assets - the Registered Park, the Hall and the Stables. 
The Estate surrounds the Grade II* St Mary’s Church. On the 
estate boundary is the Grade II listed former Rectory. 

A Heritage Appraisal has been carried out and a Statement 
of Significance has been developed of the historic, cultural, 
archaeological, aesthetic and social importance of the Estate. 

There is archaeological evidence of Roman and later Saxon 
activity at Riseholme but the documented history of a settlement 
begins c1066AD. 

In the medieval period land was farmed by tenants and 
owned mostly by Barlings and Kirkstead abbeys. Following the 
Dissolution, the estate passed to Charles Brandon, First Duke 
of Suffolk. Periods of plague, changed ownership and farming 
practices appear to have led to village de-population by 1602 with 
the Church in ruins.

The Estate’s modern history begins with acquisition of Riseholme 
and Grange de Lings by the Chaplin family in 1720. They built a 
large farm and enclosed open pasture, established plantations 
and created two fishponds. Most of this estate was then 
purchased by the Ecclesiastical Commission in 1840 to build a 
new Episcopal Palace for the Bishops of Lincoln. The farm was 
demolished and replaced by a new stable block and the Hall was 
substantially enlarged. 
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St Mary’s church was built by Bishop John Kaye in 1851 and 
the Rectory by his son, in 1856. However, Riseholme’s history 
as an Episcopal Palace was short lived and the estate returned 
to private ownership in 1888. It was sold to Lincolnshire County 
Council in 1946 for use by the Ministry of Agriculture for retraining 
ex-servicemen, becoming the Lindsey College of Agriculture in 
1966. 

The historic environment at Riseholme is complex, with 
overlapping layers of archaeological, architectural and historic 
interest. Establishing sustainable beneficial use for the historic 
buildings must remain a priority and the University’s planned 
investment will see all of the listed buildings retained in University 
ownership to be accessed by both the University and local 
community. 
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