
Landscape Appraisal

The following analysis provides a baseline consideration of 
land within the University of Lincoln’s ownership, including the 
Riseholme Estate. 

We have analysed the site in terms of the landscape character 
and key landscape features.  We have also carried out a visual 
assessment of the site to identify any areas of visual sensitivity 
and key views.  

Local Landscape Character Area

Landscape Character Areas - Local Level

Key

1.  Registered Garden and Parkland Estate
2. Small-scale irregular patchwork field patterns 
    with Woodland Blocks
3. Coppice Woodland
4. Lawress Hall

1.  Registered Garden 
2. Small-scale irregular patchwork field patterns with         
    woodland blocks 
3. Small / medium scale irregular field pattern

4. Regular rectangular field pattern small and medium                 
    sized fields
5. The Cliff
6. Urban fringe farmland/ green wedge

5.  Sports Pitches
6.  Ponds
7.  Listed Buildings and Setting
8.  Riseholme Lane
9.  Riseholme Campus
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This comprehensive approach has enabled us to fully understand 
the site and its sensitivities which have been reflected in our 
analysis of the various options which are presented later in this 
consultation material.

Site Visibility 

The site is visually well contained but potentially sensitive views 
are available for residents living on Riseholme Lane, and for 
users of the public bridleway through the site. Whilst lower in 
terms of their sensitivity, travelling views south from the A15 are 
also important due to the high number of viewers.

Landscape Character Assessment

The site can be divided into a number of clearly defined
character areas, defined by current land use, landscape and built 
elements, landscape quality and topography. A brief description 
of the key character areas, along with a baseline assessment of 
sensitivity, is provided below.

1. Registered garden and parkland estate.
Landscape sensitivity: High

2. Small-scale, irregular/patchwork field pattern with woodland 
blocks.
Landscape sensitivity: Medium

3. Coppice woodland.
Landscape sensitivity: Low

4. Lawress Hall.
Landscape sensitivity: Low

5. Sports pitches.
Landscape sensitivity: Low

6. Ponds.
Landscape sensitivity: High

7. Listed buildings and setting
Landscape sensitivity: High

8. Riseholme Lane
Landscape sensitivity: Medium

9. Riseholme Campus
Landscape sensitivity: Low

Local Landscape Character

The land owned by the University lies within three locally defined 
areas which are highly varied in terms of their character. The 
gardens and parkland forms a distinct land parcel, separate 
from the wider farmland. The small-scale, irregular/patchwork 
field pattern beyond the parkland is not typical of the much more 
regular, formal and typically rectangular field pattern found more 
widely. Land to the south of Riseholme Lane is rural in character 
but shows some urban influence due to the proximity of the city 
and the A46 transport corridor.

Summary

The potential opportunity for redevelopment within the site 
will require a ‘light touch’ approach in order to ensure that the 
character and quality of the site is retained and enhanced. 

Reconsideration of the site creates significant potential for re-use 
and revitalisation of listed buildings, structures and features, and 
an enhancement to their setting. It also creates the potential for 
significant enhancement of the registered parkland.


